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tad talked so loud that they came very near blun-
dering into hostilities merely as a matter of self-
justification. The declarations of the Democratic
convention and of the Democratic President in
regard to England were really only sound and
fury, although they went so far that the final re-
treat was noticeable and not very graceful. The
Democratic leaders had had no intention of fight-
ing with England when all they could hope to
gain would be glory and hard knocks, but they
had a very definite idea of attacking without blus-
ter and in good earnest another nation where there
was territory to be obtained for slavery.

The Oregon question led, however, to an attack
upon Mr. Webster which cannot be wholly passed
over. He had, of course, his personal enemies in
both parties, and his effective opposition to war
with England greatly angered some of the most
warlike of the Democrats, and especially Mr,
C. J. Ingersoll of Pennsylvania, a bitter Anglo-
phobist. Mr. Ingersoll, in February, made a sav-
age attack upon the Ashburton negotiation, the
treaty of Washington, and upon Mr. Webster per-
sonally, alleging that as Secretary of State he
bad been guilty of a variety of grave misdemean-
ors, including a corrupt use of the public money.
Some of these charges, those relating to the pay-
ment of McLeod's counsel by our government,
to instructions to the Attorney-General to take
charge of McLeod's defence, and to a threat by